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years of outstanding service. As a Sen-
ior Advisor for Senate Affairs, Marc
Wheat worked closely with my staff on
the Foreign Operation Subcommittee
on a range of important and controver-
sial issues—from Plan Colombia to re-
construction in Afghanistan to Iraq.

To be sure, my staff tells me that
Marc was a tireless and forceful advo-
cate for the State Department’s posi-
tion on these, as well as other issues.
But, they also emphasize that he was
always honest and forthright, respond-
ing promptly and fully to the commit-
tee’s requests for information. Perhaps
what comes through the most is what a
decent and genuine person Marc is.
That was obvious to me when I met
him after a committee hearing with
Secretary Powell.

The State Department’s loss is a gain
for the House of Representatives. Marc
is leaving his job at the State Depart-
ment to be the Staff Director of the
Government Reform Subcommittee on
Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and
Human Resources. I know Marc will be
a great asset to Chairman SOUDER in
his new position. This is the latest
move in a distinguished career for
Marc, which includes service as a Coun-
sel on the House Commerce Committee
and Legislative Assistant to Congress-
man HASTERT.

I know my staff will miss working
with Marc, and I wish him the best of
luck in his new job.e

——————

CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF
PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
today I recognize the centennial of
Pittsburg State University in Pitts-
burg, KS. The institution that is today
Pittsburg State University opened its
doors on September 8, 1903, in a bor-
rowed building in downtown Pittsburg
with 54 students and five faculty. From
these humble beginnings, Pittsburg
State University has grown into a com-
prehensive state university of regional,
national and international stature.

In 1903, the fledgling school offered
only elementary courses in manual
training, domestic science, domestic
art, and a few basic academic subjects.
Yet by 1912 the school’s enrollment had
increased to 1,183 students and it was
described as a ‘‘College for Teachers.”
In the coming years, dedicated admin-
istrators and faculty worked to raise
the standards of the institution to the
point that it merited and received rec-
ognition as a liberal arts college.

Following World War II, the campus
grew rapidly. Soldiers returning from
the war came in droves, thanks to the
G.I. Bill, and new buildings emerged all
over campus. The college’s mission and
enrollment continued to expand as
well. In 1977, the college achieved uni-
versity status and assumed its current
name, Pittsburg State University.

The decade of the 1990s was a time of
unprecedented growth of PSU. Enroll-
ment passed the 6,000 mark for the first
time in 1991. Major additions ranged
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from a renovation and expansion of the
football stadium to the addition of a
100,000-watt public radio station and
the installation of a world-class me-
chanical organ in McCray Hall. In 1997,
the university completed its largest
single capital project with the con-
struction of the Kansas Technology
Center, a $28-million facility to house
the university’s nationally recognized
technology programs. The Kansas
Technology Center continues to play a
vita role in the university’s growth and
development and is a significant eco-
nomic development tool for the four-
state region.

As it celebrates its centennial, Pitts-
burg State University now has an en-
rollment of more than 6,700 students.
The university offers a wide variety of
highly regarded programs in its Col-
leges of Business, Arts and Sciences,
Education and Technology. Known as a
comprehensive regional university
serving Kansas and the four-state re-
gion that includes Oklahoma, Missouri
and Arkansas, Pittsburg State attracts
students from more than 25 states and
40 countries. Among its 55,000 alumni,
PSU counts Pulitzer Prize winners, sci-
entists, CEOs of some of the world’s
largest corporations, and even a former
Miss America. Moreover, PSU is also to
be admired for the model relationship
of kindness and mutual assistance it
has maintained with the Kansans in its
local community.

I welcome this opportunity to com-
memorate all that Pittsburg State Uni-
versity has done to enrich the lives of
its students and its surrounding com-
munity. I sincerely commend and
thank PSU for its 100 years of faithful
service.e

————

CONFIRMATION OF H. BRENT
McKNIGHT TO THE U.S. DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE WESTERN DIS-
TRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

e Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, I am
very pleased that last night the Senate
voted to confirm Brent McKnight, an
outstanding North Carolina lawyer and
jurist, to the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of North Carolina.

Judge McKnight, currently serving
as US. Magistrate, has a stellar record
of achievement and excellence. A na-
tive of Mooresville, North Carolina, he
received his BA from the University of
North Carolina Chapel Hill and his law
degree at the University of North Caro-
lina School of Law. He was a Rhodes
Scholar, earning an MA and Diploma in
Theology at Oxford University.

Judge McKnight served as Assistant
District Attorney for the State of
North Carolina from 1982 through 1988,
when he was elected District Court
Judge for the 26th North Carolina Judi-
cial District. During this time, we in
North Carolina first saw the superior
qualities that Judge McKnight brought
to the bench—temperance, fairness, at-
tention to detail and an abiding com-
mitment to and concern for equal jus-
tice under the law. In fact, after just
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four years on the bench, Judge
McKnight received a 97% approval rat-
ing from attorneys polled by Court
Watch of North Carolina.

After four years of exemplary service
on the North Carolina state court,
Judge McKnight was appointed a
United States Magistrate in May 1993.
Judge McKnight has continued to build
his reputation as an outstanding judge,
earning the respect of lawyers and liti-
gants throughout the state.

I can’t tell you how many calls and
letters I have received from people
from across North Carolina telling me
what an exceptional jurist and person
Brent McKnight is. These folks attest
to Judge McKnight’s impeccable legal
professionalism, both as a prosecutor
and a Judge. I have no doubt that
Judge McKnight will continue this
record of excellence as a United States
District Judge.

I was delighted to wholeheartedly
support the mnomination of Brent
McKnight and am pleased that the full
Senate has confirmed him to the
United States District Court for the
Western District of North Carolina. I
wish him and his family—his wife Beth
and their three boys, Brent, Matthew
and Steven—well as he embarks on this
next phase of his admirable career. I
am confident that Judge McKnight, a
consensus nominee who represents the
mainstream of our state, will continue
to serve the people of North Carolina
and the United States with distinc-
tion.e

—————

MYRA HYDE

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, as Co-
Chairman of the Senate Beef Caucus, I
recognize and commend Ms. Myra Hyde
for a decade of service on behalf of
America’s cattlemen. Mr. President,
for 10 years, Ms. Myra Hyde has served
as the National Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciation’s director of environmental
issues where she diligently worked on
land use, conservation policy, and
property rights issues. This month, she
leaves the cowboys for the administra-
tive pastures at the Department of In-
terior’s Fish and Wildlife Service.

Ms. Hyde’s contribution to progres-
sive and responsible conservation poli-
cies and practices are known by those
who work with her as well as those who
have had the unenviable task of lock-
ing horns against her in the notori-
ously rough and tumble debate on re-
source management. She is a proud
Texan, which is a compliment even
outside of Texas.

Let me conclude by saying that those
she leaves behind will sorely miss her
expertise, honesty and sense of humor.
Ms. Hyde has been a true friend of
America’s cattlemen as well as many
of us serving here in Congress. She will
be of great value as a servant of the
public at Interior. On behalf of the cau-
cus, we wish Myra good luck and ask
her keep in mind the challenges faced
by the hard working people who en-
deavor to feed the people of our nation
and much of the world.e
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